
Working to Better Connect Texas Communities and Create Economic Opportunities

Update

www.i69TexasAlliance.com - To add additional recipients to this newsletter distribution, email their full contact information to:    updates@i69texasalliance.com

November 8, 2021

	 ANNUAL MEETING NOV. 22 – The Alliance Annual Board 
Meeting is coming up quick - 9 a.m. on Monday, Nov. 22nd. 
For the second year we will get together on Zoom.  We’ll be 
planning for the coming year and hearing updates from our 
partners at TxDOT. 

	 MORE MONEY IN FIVE-YEAR TRANSPORTATION 
AUTHORIZATION  - The US House finally approved the $1.2 
trillion “Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act” (bipartisan 
infrastructure bill) on November 5th.  The package includes 
a five-year reauthorization of surface transportation 
programs and provides TxDOT and its counterparts certainty 
in planning and executing projects.  

The bill authorizes $273.2 billion over five years from the 
Highway Trust Fund for highways, funds that mostly come 
from fuel taxes not increased since 1993. The legislation 
provides $110 billion in new funding for highway and 
bridge projects nationwide plus $11 billion in new funds for 
highway and pedestrian safety programs.  It also includes 
billions for transit, rail projects, electric-vehicle chargers, 
buses, ferries, airports and ports and waterways, including 
approximately $16 billion for major projects that are too 
large or complex for traditional funding programs but will 
deliver significant economic benefits to communities. This is 
the first time in two decades that there will be a significant 
increase in federal investment for transportation.

	 PROP 2:  VOTERS APPROVE COUNTY TRZs – Last 
week Texas voters approved passage of Proposition 2 with 
63% in favor.  This constitutional amendment gives Texas 
counties the same authority cities already have to establish 
Transportation Reinvestment Zones and to issue debt to be 
paid off by capturing incremental tax revenues in the zone.  
TRZs will provide counties a flexible funding tool for roads 
including the local share of some I-69 projects.  The Alliance 
joined with other highway advocates in supporting Prop 2.

	 I-69E SIGNING CELEBRATION A SUCCESS – About 30 
Alliance members and local I-69 supporters were part of 
last week’s signing celebration 
to mark the addition of a 
new section of I-69E to the 
Interstate Highway System 
near Corpus Christi.  The fall 
weather was nice and it was 
great to see some members 
of the I-69 Alliance family in 
person after almost two years 
of online meetings.  State 
Senator Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa, a Senate Transportation 
Committee member, was on hand along with Alliance board 

members Charlie Zahn, David Garza, Nueces County Judge 
Barbara Canales, Alan Johnson, Pete Sepulveda and Corpus 
Christi Mayor Paulette Guajardo.  Quincy Allen, TxDOT’s 
statewide Director of District Operations, carried out the 
sign unveiling.  Thanks to TxDOT District Engineer Valente 
Olivarez and Deputy District Engineer Charles Benavidez 
for coordinating the roadside event.  Photos from the 
celebration are on the 2nd page of this Update.

	 NORTHBOUND DRISCOLL RELIEF ROUTE – The 
northbound lanes of the Driscoll Relief Route will be opened 
to traffic before Thanksgiving.  That means holiday travelers 
heading north from the Rio Grande Valley on US 77 will not 
have to wait in the long lines of traffic that stack up at the 
stop light in Driscoll.  The southbound portion of the 4.5-
mile relief route is expected to be complete next year.

	 I-69W LAREDO LOOP – The Transportation Commission 
has approved a $4.3 million State Infrastructure Bank loan 
to the City of Laredo.  The city will use the funds to pay the 
city’s share of right-of-way costs for upgrading a portion of 
the  Bob Bullock Loop to interstate standard as I-69W.  The 
first 3 years of the 20-year loan is at 0% interest and is then 
1.55% for the remaining 17 years.

	 ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED COUNTIES – The 
Transportation Commission has certified the list of counties 
eligible for the FY 2022 Economically Disadvantaged 
Counties Program.  The list includes 25 of the 34 counties on 
the I-69 System.  Under state law these counties are granted 
an adjustment lowering the amount they pay in required 
local matching funds on highway projects.

	 BEAUMONT DISTRICT – Martin Gonzalez is the new 
district engineer for the TxDOT Beaumont District where 
he previously served as the deputy district engineer.  The 
district includes a section of US 59 in Liberty County. He 
previously worked in the TxDOT Wichita Falls, Dallas and 
Paris Districts.  He replaces Chad Bohne who is now district 
engineer for the Bryan District.
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(R) TxDOT’s Quincy Allen unveils the new 
I-69E sign south of Robstown; (below) 
celebration participants marked the latest 
I-69 progress at the Nov. 2nd event.


